The old autocracies in the British-acquired terri-
tory were replaced by a British governing corporation
invested with the most far-reaching autocratic powers.
Each province had a British Governor; each district
had its ruling chief in a British Revenue Collector
who held court with the British District Judge and
British Superintendent of Police as the replicas of the
old ministers of Justice and War. Even in the days
of the Turkish and Afghan inroads, the foreign ruling
chief had to make peace with the local magnates.
After 1857 the complete disarmament of the people
made the White mitocrats the unquestioned masters
of the country. The local magnates disappeared as
centres of power unless they were prepared to shine
in the glory of borrowed light by playing flunkeys ta
the British autocrats.
Historic continuity was snapped not only in mat-
ters of political structure but even in other spheres
of life. The aristocrats of North India, Hindu and
Muslim, were destroyed. Their traditional career of
arms was closed to them. Middle class Hindus were
attracted to the new regime by low paid jobs in gov-
ernment services. The glorious memories of a past
greatness were meticulously wiped out. The vestiges
of Moghul rule were removed. Poona, the second Im-
perial Capital in the country, became an annexe to
the British Governor's monsoon capital .at Ganesh-
kind and the British military camp at Kirkee. The
Khalsa was left without a guru to maintain the pat-
riotic traditions of Guru Govind Singh. English, a
foreign tongue, was made the only passport to posi-
tion, thus depriving Indians of the pride and heritage
which their indigenous literatures gave them. Uni-
23